
 

INFORMATION SHEET 

The biennial Sir Leslie Joseph Young Artist Award has grown in status and prestige since its inception in 
1996, and is a joint venture between the Friends of the Glynn Vivian and the Gallery itself. The Award has 
been made possible by a generous donation received from the late Sir Leslie Joseph.  

The Award will enable the winner to hold his/her first professional exhibition at the Glynn Vivian. 

Glynn Vivian Art Gallery reopened in October 2016, after a multimillion pound redevelopment which has 
been funded by the Arts Council of Wales, Swansea Council, the Welsh Government, the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and Cadw. Funding was also secured through the Building Enhancement Programme grant scheme 
run by Swansea Council and funded by the European Regional Development Fund. 

Entry is free and the basic criteria for eligibility are: 

AGE: Between 21 and 35 years at the closing date for entries 

EDUCATION: To have been undertaken in Wales at some stage in career 

The award will consist of: 

 An exhibition of the winning artist’s work at the Gallery between April and June 2017 

 An official opening with associated publicity 

 The services of a professional photographer to record the exhibition 

 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 31st JANUARY 2017 
The applications will be judged, the selected artists interviewed and the winner announced at the 
end of February 2017. 

 

GLYNN VIVIAN GALLERY, SWANSEA is Swansea’s City Art Gallery, which has a high profile 
throughout Wales and the UK and is supported by a grant from the Arts Council of Wales. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS OF THE GLYNN VIVIAN GALLERY play an active part in the 
life of the Gallery, contributing towards the purchase of works of art for the Permanent Collection. 

 

 

 



 

ABOUT THE AWARD 

The biennial Sir Leslie Joseph Young Artist Award attracts both emerging graduate and postgraduate 
artists from many major schools of art and design across the whole of the UK, together with established 
practicing artists. Entries are regularly received which embrace the whole spectrum of the Visual Arts such 
as painting, sculpture, printmaking, photography, video and installation. 

 The Award was inaugurated in 1996 and was won by painter Daniel Molloy, a graduate of Carmarthen 
College of Art who has since become a successful filmmaker. In 1998 the winner was James Donovan. After 
graduating from Swansea Institute his painting has been prolific with many exhibitions across the UK. 
Unfortunately in 2000 the Award was withheld, but in 2001 the recipient was Will Nash, a sculptor and a 
graduate of Middlesex University whose work displayed the reality and mythology of flight. In 2003 the 
Award was made to Tomas Lewis whose exhibition consisted of a video installation contrasting speech, text 
and image. Richard Monahan was the recipient of the Award in 2005, a painter who studied at Swansea 
Institute. His exhibition Drawn consisted of powerful and provoking self-portraits, executed with great 
assurance. 

 

SOOZY ROBERTS (WINNER 2007) is a multi-media artist, currently based in Stroud, who explores 
over-exposed everyday symbols and stereotypes in a bid to playfully poke fun at a world that is “full to 
bursting with visual matter”.    

"The Sir Leslie Joseph Young Artist Award was such an exciting and prestigious award to win that really 
helped me to develop confidence in my work.  It gave me that first 'leg up' after graduating and it was 
amazing to have my first solo exhibition at the Glynn Vivian with such professional support from the 
exhibitions team, where my work was exhibited alongside Keith Arnatt which was amazing”.    

HEATHER PHILLIPSON (WINNER 2009) works across video, sculpture, drawing, music, text and live 
events. Solo projects in 2016 include the Whitechapel Gallery, London; Frieze Projects New York; Images 
Festival Toronto; 32nd São Paolo Biennale; and a major new commission for the Arts Council Collection's 
70th Anniversary. Recent solo projects include Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt, the 14th Istanbul Biennial, 
Performa New York, Sheffield Doc/Fest, Opening Times (otdac.org) (all 2015), Bunker259, Dundee 
Contemporary Arts, Serpentine Galleries (all 2014) and BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art (2013). 
Phillipson is also an award-winning poet and has published three volumes of poetry: a pamphlet with Faber 
& Faber in 2009; NOT AN ESSAY (Penned in the Margins, 2012); and Instant-flex 718 (Bloodaxe, 2013), 
which was shortlisted for the 2013 Fenton Aldeburgh First Collection Prize and the Michael Murphy 
Memorial Prize. She was named a Next Generation Poet in 2014 and received Poetry magazine's Friends of 
Literature prize in 2016. She has been shortlisted for the Film London Jarman Awards 2016. 

  

http://otdac.org/

